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BUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS,  Med.  Officer  of  Health. 


I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1954,  and  which  deals  with  the  general  Health  and  Sanitary 
Administration  of  No.  2 Sanitary  Area  of  Devon. 

The  Year  has  been  marked  with  continued  progress  in  Housing, 
Water  Supplies  and  greatly  improved  Sanitation  in  many  parts  of 
the  Area,  and  although  there  is  still  a great  deal  to  be  done,  yet  I 
feel  all  my  Councils  have  done  a great  job  of  work,  in  improving 
conditions  throughout  my  Area,  and  one  has  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
with  the  greatly  increased  building  and  the  provision  of  piped  water 
supplies,  continued  expansion  of  new  sewage  schemes  has  become 
essential,  because  the  moment  a piped  water  supply  is  put  in  a 
village,  it  becomes  essential  to  deal  with  the  great  increase  in 
sewage,  and  that  means  an  additional  outlay  for  new  disposal  works. 
However,  this  problem  is  being  tackled  and  in  years  to  come  most 
villages  will  have  their  own  piped  water  supply  and  new  sewage 
disposal  works,  but  it  all  takes  time  and  a great  deal  of  money. 

Although  I am  not  directly  concerned  with  the  provision  of 
Water  Supplies,  I have  followed  the  activities  of  the  East  Devon 
Water  Board  with  very  great  interest,  and  I would  like  to  thank 
them  for  the  courtesy  shewn  me,  in  sending  me  copies  of  their 
minutes,  and  which  I study  with  great  interest.  I would  also  draw 
attention  to  the  marked  increase  in  the  purity  of  water  now  supplied 
by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  to  their  numerous  consumers. 
There  are  still  one  or  two  black  spots,  but  these  are  having  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Water  Board,  and  I have  no  doubt  in 
a short  time,  these  will  also  be  eliminated.  My  relations  with  the 
Board  have  been  very  cordial  and  most  helpful,  and  I acknowledge 
with  many  thanks  their  co-operation  in  any  suggestions  I may  have 
to  draw  their  attention  to. 

The  Year  has  been  marked  with  an  exceptionally  large  decrease 
in  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  to  me,  and  I think  in 
fairness  to  the  Medical  men  practising  in  my  Area,  I can  safely  say 
that  all  cases  almost  without  exception  are  notified  to  me. 

The  Chart  showing  the  Infectious  Diseases  cases  notified  to  me 
during  the  past  year  will  no  doubt  be  of  great  interest  to  my 
Councillors.  I would  add  that  the  total  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  to  me  in  1953  was  536,  as  compared  with  a total 
in  1954  of  163  cases. 
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1954 


Axminster 

Honiton 

Honiton 

Seaton 

Rural 

Borough 

Rural 

Urban 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

37 

19 

0 

64 

Polio 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

7 

15 

7 

1 

30 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

9 

11 

11 

5 

36 

Typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

0 

0 

5 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

T uberculosis — Respiratory 

12 

5 

1 

2 

20 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

43 

71 

41 

8 

163 

The  above  chart  demonstrates  I think  very  effectively  the 
exceptional  healthy  conditions  which  have  prevailed  in  all  Areas  in 
1954.  And  I would  like  to  point  out  that,  during  this  period,  not  a 
single  case  of  Polio,  Food  Poisoning,  Typhoid  or  Diphtheria  has 
occurred,  and  is  a record  which  will  be  very  difficult  to  maintain, 
and  I am  very  satisfied  indeed  with  the  Health  record. 

I think  one  should  place  on  record  the  entire  absence  again  of 
Diphtheria,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  with  the  continuance  of  the 
Immunisation  campaign,  this  terrible  disease  is  now  well  under 
control. 

In  1945,  in  the  whole  of  the  Country,  there  were  18,596 
Notifications  of  this  Disease  and  the  deaths  in  the  same  year  were 
722,  anci  by  comparison  in  a ten  year  period,  the  Notifications  have 
dropped  to  182,  while  the  deaths  only  numbered  9 in  1954,  a truly 
remarkable  result. 

Another  very  pleasing  factor  is  that  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
have  occurred,  and  during  the  year  I have  endeavoured  to  impress 
on  caterers  and  others  who  handle  foodstuffs,  the  necessity  of 
absolute  cleanliness  in  all  those,  who  are  brought  in  contact  with 
food.  In  this  I believe  I have  been  successful,  as  I have  noticed  a 
much  higher  standard  of  cleanliness,  especially  in  wearing  apparel 
such  as  white  aprons,  etc.,  and  I find  all  those  responsible  have 
endeavoured  to  help  me  as  much  as  possible. 

I would,  however,  like  to  see  all  dogs  and  cats  excluded  entirely 
from  catering  establishments,  but  it  is  a very  difficult  problem. 
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Even  if  you  can  get  say  99  per  cent,  of  the  caterers  to  agree,  the  one 
who  wUl  not,  will  very  definitely  take  away  business  from  the 
others.  The  only  answer  is  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  should 
make  compulsory  the  exclusion  of  all  dogs  and  cats  from  food 
shops.  This  will  come  in  time,  but  radical  changes  such  as  these 
always  take  a long  time  to  educate  people. 


Lung  Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer  in  1954  show  a 
considerable  decrease  from  1953,  seven  deaths  in  all  the  Area  as 
compared  with  11  in  1953,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
types  of  Cancer,  including  Lungs,  was  only  53,  a very  big  decrease 
from  preceding  years,  in  fact  this  is  the  lowest  record  of  deaths  from 
all  types  of  Cancer  for  a considerable  number  of  years. 


I append  a chart  giving  the  number  of  cases  in  my  Area  for  the 
past  four  years. 


All  types  of  Cancer 

Lungs  including  Lungs 


Axminster  Rural 

(1951 

1952 

1953  1954)  (1951 

1952 

1953 

1954) 

Population  14,330 
Honiton  Borough 

1 

3 

5 

3 

24 

32 

28 

23 

Population  4,860 
Honiton  Rural 

0 

0 

4 

2 

1 

3 

19 

8 

Population  6,960 
Seaton  Urban 

0 

2 

1 

2 

14 

15 

8 

9 

Population  2,890 

2 

0 

1 

0 

10 

5 

6 

10 

3 

5 

11 

7 

56 

62 

62 

50 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  ... 

Population  

Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 
No.  of  Parishes 


52,135  acres 
14,330 
£88,836 
£350 
15 


Deaths 

1953—  (80  Males,  76  Females) 

1954 —  (79  Males,  90  Females)  ...  

Live  Births 

1953 —  (90  Males,  76  Females) 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  166. 

1954 —  (99  Males,  79  Females) 

9 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  178. 

Still  Births 

1953 —  2 Still  Births  were  registered  

1954 —  3 Still  Births  were  registered  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

1953 —  3 Deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

1954 —  5 Deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1953 —  3 Deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

1954 —  4 Deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in 

1953 


Measles  69 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  6 

Diphtheria  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough ...  93 

Scarlet  Fever  10 

Erysipelas 2 

Typhoid  0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 

Dysentery 0 

Food  Poisoning  0 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 1 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  ...  6 


137 


156 

169 

166 

178 


2 

3 


3 

5 


3 

4 


1954: 

1954 

7 
9 
0 

8 

3 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

12 

43 


4 


Infectious  Disease 


A wonderful  record  for  an  Area  of  52,000'  acres  and  a popula- 
tion of  14,000  odd,  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  only  amount- 
ing to  43  cases  in  all,  and  this  Area  also  includes  what  used  to  be 
the  Urban  District  and  now  amalgamated  with  the  Rural. 


It  is  very  difficult  to  give  a reason  for  the  enormous  drop  of 
notifiable  cases,  except  to  record  with  great  satisfaction  the  entire 
absence  of  Polio,  Typhoid,  Diphtheria  and  Food  Poisoning,  which 
in  itself  is  a matter  we  can  be  very  proud  of. 


Deaths. — These  shew  a slight  increase  for  the  District,  169 
compared  with  156  in  1953. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  Area  were  : — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Bronchus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Duodenal  Ulcer 
Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Childbirth  Abortion  ... 

Congenital  Malformation 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 
Suicide  ... 

Leukaemia 
Diabetes 
Pregnancy 
Homicide 


1953  1954 

0 1 

0 0 

9 1 

3 3 

0 1 

5 3 

11  15 

23  34 

18  19 

5 5 

21  24 

5 7 

3 2 

2 7 

15  9 

3 4 

2 4 

0 0 

5 3 

0 3 

1 0 

1 0 

16  15 

1 1 

5 2 

0 2 

0 2 

1 1 

1 0 

0 1 


156  169 


Births. — These  remain  a little  above  the  average,  178  as 
against  166  in  1953,  and  include  9 illegitimate  births. 
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I have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
(Mr.  L.  H.  \^ite)  report,  who  has  done  a great  job  of  work  these 
past  12  months,  and  has  been  a wonderful  help  to  me  in  controlling 
such  a large  Area. 

Water  Supplies 

There  are  4 main  private  water  supplies  used  in  the  district  and 
they  have  been  sampled,  as  shown  by  the  following  Ministry  of 
Health  classifications  for  piped  supplies : — 

Axmouth. — Class  1 — 2. 

Beer. — Class  2. 

Colyton. — Class  1. 

Combpyne. — Class  3. 

Lyme  Regis. — Class  1. 

Water  Co. — 

The  majority  of  water  supplied  in  the  district  is  controlled  by 
the  East  Devon  Water  Board  and  the  greater  bulk  of  their  water  is 
obtained  from  the  Lyme  Regis  Water  Co.,  and  negotiations  have 
been  started  to  obtain  the  Beer  Undertaking. 

Sewerage 

No  great  progress  has  been  made  toward  sewering  those  9 
Parishes  where  sewerage  is  much  needed,  in  fact,  the  5 Parishes 
possessing  sewers  were  all  completed  pre-war  and  it  is  therefore 
disappointing  to  consider  that  over  a period  of  10  years  nothing  has 
been  actively  done  in  this  direction.  The  erection  of  houses  and 
installation  of  water  supply  have  gone  ahead,  leaving  behind  a great 
need  for  sewerage  schemes,  especially  in  the  Parishes  of  Musbury 
and  Kilmington. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


From  July,  4 slaughter-houses  have  been  licensed  in  the  district 
and  3 have  been  used  regularly.  Killing  has  taken  place  on  an 
average,  once  every  two  days  at  one  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
although  butchers  have  resorted  to  buying  off  the  hook  at  odd  times. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  carcases  inspected  over  this  6 
month  period  : — 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

Number  inspected 156  35  433  81 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — 1 — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  13  — 12  4 


T.B.  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  6 — — 2 


Also  during  the  year  the  following  food  was  condemned  : — 
Tinned  Meat,  1481b.  12oz.;  other  tinned  food,  341b. 
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Ice  Cream 

No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  as  no  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in 
the  district. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

1.  Number  of  Food  Premises — 


Type  No.  in  Area 

(a)  Grocers  and  Fruiterers  42 

(b)  Butchers  10 

(c)  Bakers  12 

(d)  Fishmongers  4 

(e)  Confectioners  6 

(f)  Restaurants  13 


2.  Number  of  Premises — 

Registered  under  Section  14 

(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  only  (pre-packed) 

(c)  Fish  Frying 


No.  Inspected 
19 
10 
10 
3 
3 
9 


12 

47 

4 


3.  Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  Milk  and 


Dairies  Regulations  (1949)  ...  6 

4.  (a)  Inspections  of  Registered  Premises — 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  10 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  only  ...  22 

Fish  Frying  ...  4 

(b)  Inspection  of  Other  Premises  handling 

food  (see  Paragraph  1)  ...  55 


5.  Disposal  of  condemned  Food — 

(a)  Tinned  Food — by  incineration. 

(b)  Meat — by  incineration. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  throughout  the  whole  district  has  continued  satisfac- 
torily and  there  is  very  little  of  note  to  report. 

There  still  remains  the  difficulties  of  finding  adequate  and 
suitable  sites  for  controlled  tipping,  and  there  is  also  an  increasing 
problem  of  finding  suitable  men  as  Drivers  and  Loaders. 

Refuse  collection  costs  have  not  increased  to  any  great  extent 
and  this  is  a pleasing  feature  of  a service  whose  problems  in  a 
district  such  as  this  are  little  appreciated. 
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Rodent  Control 

The  part-time  Rodent  Operator  has  kept  his  district  inspected 
and  carried  out  necessary  treatments.  There  was  one  major 
infestation  which  was  successfully  dealt  with. 


Housing 

The  old  American  Hospital  Camp  is  still  in  existence,  but  in 
the  new  year  demolition  of  the  brick  buildings  should  take  place, 
and  I look  forward  to  this  time  when  positive  action  will  be  taken 
to  obliterate  a group  of  dwellings  which  have  served  their  purpose 
long  ago  of  temporary  housing. 

However,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  50  tenants  have  been  re- 
housed and  that  the  demolition  will  make  way  for  sites  to  re-house 
the  remainder.  Since  the  end  of  the  war  485  houses  have  been 
erected  throughout  the  district,  making  a total  of  859  houses  with 
those  erected  pre-war.  These  are  under  my  department’s  manage- 
ment and  control.  There  are  also  72  converted  flats  used  as 
temporary  housing  accommodation. 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

During  the  6 month  period  of  the  year  331  houses  were 
inspected,  and  records  and  specifications  of  work  necessary  were 
compiled.  There  are  still  4 Parishes  to  be  completed  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  done  before  the  end  of  next  year. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(not  included  in  the  above) 

1.  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  47 

2.  Number  of  Dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  5 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers  ...  19 


Factories  Act,  1937 

No.  in  No.  of 

Informal 

Factories 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices  served 

Mechanical  

...  76 

39 

1 

Non-mechanical 

...  11 

5 

— 

Number  of  outworkers 

...  22 

General  Inspections 

Dairies  

Disinfection  following  Infectious  Diseases 

Water  Supplies  

Inspection  of  drains ...  

Condemned  Food,  Visits  and  Re-visits 

Petroleum  Inspections  ...  

Public  Health  Act,  Section  269  (Caravans) 
Inspections — Public  Health  Act  1936  (Section  91  etc.) 

Rodent  Inspections 

Miscellaneous  (Explosives  Act,  etc.)  


6 

2 

2 

18 

26 

19 

20 
67 
60 

7 
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HONITON  BOROUGH 


Area  

Population 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


3.134  acres 
4,860 
£34,863 
£133 


Deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  : — 

1953 —  (64  Males,  103  Females)  

1954 —  (26  Males,  19  Females) 


Live  Births 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1953 —  (35  Males,  25  Females) 

4 illegitimate  births  were  registered. 

1954 —  (24  Males,  29  Females) 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered. 


StUl  Births 

1953 —  3 Still  Births  were  registered  

1954 —  1 Still  Birth  was  registered  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

1953 —  1 Death  was  registered  

1954 —  1 Death  was  registered  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1953 —  1 Death  was  registered  

1954 —  1 Death  was  registered  

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  were  notified  in  1953  : — 


1953 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Diphtheria 0 

Whooping  Cough 15 

Measles  ..,  126 

Erysipelas 2 

Pneumonia 23 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 0 

Poliomyelitis  0 

Food  Poisoning  0 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 2 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  2 


174 


167 

45 


60 

53 


3 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1954 

1 

1 

37 

15 

1 

11 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

71 
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As  you  will  observe,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis  or 
Food  Poisoning  were  notified  to  me,  and  Diphtheria  seems  now  to 
belong  to  the  by-gone  days. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  were  45,  this  does 
not  include  deaths  at  Marlpits  Hospital  which  were  35  Males  and 
58  Females,  all  non-residents  of  the  Borough,  so  are  now  excluded 
from  the  Borough  figures  proper. 

Birth  Rate. — ^The  increase  of  births  is  also  due  to  the  large 
number  of  confinements  taking  place  in  Marlpits  Hospital.  53 
births  were  recorded  in  1954  as  against  60  in  1953. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 1953 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  2 

Other  Tuberculosis  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung 4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  10 

Leukaemia  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  33 

Other  Heart  Disease 51 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  7 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  13 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  14 

Motor  Accident  2 

Coronary  Disease  3 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  2 

Influenza  9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  Abortion  0 

All  other  Accidents 1 

Suicide 0 

Diabetes  3 

Nephritis  1 

Gastritis  1 


1954 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

6 

7 

2 

0 

4 

1 

1 

4 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 


45 


I am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
food  poisoning  during  the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in 
food  shops  has  very  much  improved. 
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Sewerage 

As  pointed  out  last  year,  the  Sewage  works  are  working  to 
capacity,  and  with  the  new  Military  Housing  Site,  and  the  extensive 
Council  House  building,  the  question  of  enlarging  the  works  has 
become  very  serious  indeed. 

Water  Supplies 

Supplies  to  the  Borough  from  the  East  Devon  Water  Board 
have  been  ample  and  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  adding  Mr.  Bailey’s  Report  as 
follows : — 

Housing 

Permanent  Pre-war  Houses  137 

Permanent  Post-war  Houses  149 

Prefabricated  Houses  12 


Total  298 

The  Council’s  Housing  Programme  is  still  proceeding.  A further 
six  houses  are  in  the  course  of  construction  at  Langford  Avenue 
and  in  the  coming  year  the  Fairfield  Estate  will  be  partly  developed 
with  upwards  of  50  houses. 

The  War  Department  development  of  46  permanent  houses  is 
now  completed. 

General  Housing  Inspectitms  carried  out  under  the  Acts 

75  Inspections  have  been  made. 

Slum  Clearance 

A general  statement  is  being  prepared  for  the  year  1955  in 
respect  of  this  matter.  Generally  speaking  it  appears  that  there  will 
not  be  many  houses  for  Clearance  Areas  but  a considerable  number 
of  houses  will  require  action  to  bring  them  up  to  reasonable 
standard  of  repair. 


Water  Supplies 

The  area  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  East  Devon  Water 
Board. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  report  of  the  Consulting  Engineer  in  respect  of  the  altera- 
tions required  to  the  works  is  now  to  hand  and  I presume  the 
Council  will  forward  this  to  the  Ministry  when  negotiations  in 
respect  of  the  War  Department  works  have  been  completed.  It  is 
a matter  of  transfer  of  the  War  Department  works  to  the  Borough 
Council  in  order  that  these  works  may  be  incorporated  in  the  new 
scheme. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Regularly  weekly  collections  of  refuse  are  made  in  the  whole 
area.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  on  land  owned  by  the 
Council. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employ  a part-time  rat  catcher.  Surveys  and 
disinfestations  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  town  area  and 
this  work  has  been  very  successful. 

Public  Conveniences 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  in  the  town  and  the  Council 
are  at  present  considering  the  erection  of  a new  convenience  at  the 
West  End  of  the  town. 

Slaughterhouses 

Four  slaughterhouses  have  been  licensed  and  one  of  these  is 
used  regularly  ; a considerable  number  of  animals  are  slaughtered 
here. 

From  July  to  December,  1954,  2,033  animals  were  slaughtered. 

Regular  meat  inspection  work  has  been  carried  out  and  the 
amount  of  diseased  meat  condemned  was  2 tons  Icwt. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  seven  bakehouses  in  the  town.  These  are  kept  in 
good  order. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  Borough 
during  the  past  12  months. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

There  are  48  Factories  and  Workshops  entered  in  the  register. 
Notices  were  given  in  respect  of  two  of  these  premises. 

Ice  Cream  Regulations 

All  premises  selling  ice  cream  are  registered.  There  is  no  ice 
cream  manufactured  by  the  “ Hot  Mix  Method.” 

Clean  Food  Regulaticms 

Clean  Food  Byelaws  are  in  operation  in  the  Borough  and  the 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  good.  The  following  is  a classifi- 
cation of  premises  in  respect  of  food  : — 

Cafes  13,  Fish  and  Chips  2,  Butchers  7,  Grocers  and  General  14, 
Confectioners  12,  Bakers  7,  Dairies  5,  Slaughterhouses  4. 

R.  B.  BAILEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Honiton  Borough 


April,  1955. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  

Population  

Number  of  Parishes  ... 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


61,265  acres 
6,960 
22 

£31,643 

£127 


Infectious  Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  ...  

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Measles  

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning  

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Meningococcal  Infection  ... 


1953 

1 

0 

37 

97 

26 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

164 


Deaths 

Number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  ; — 

1953 —  (26  Males,  21  Females) 

1954 —  (56  Males,  42  Females) 

Live  Births 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  :: — 

1953 —  (4  Males,  47  Females) 

1954 —  (50  Males,  48  Females) 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  5, 
and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  98. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

1953 —  4 deaths  were  registered 

1954 —  4 deaths  were  registered 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1953 —  3 deaths  were  registered 

1954 —  4 deaths  were  registered 

13 


1954 

0 

0 

19 

7 

11 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

41 


47 

98 


111 

98 


4 

4 

3 

4 


Still  Births 

1953 —  No  Still  Births  were  registered 0 

1954 —  1 Still  Birth  was  registered  1 

Births. — These  show  a decrease,  99  as  compared  with  111  in 
1953. 

Deaths. — ^The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  98,  as 
compared  with  47  in  1953. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 1953 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  5 

Leukaemia  ...  0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  9 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  6 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  2 

Other  Heart  Disease 8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  0 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  0 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  2 

Influenza  2 

Duodenal  Ulcer  0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  3 

Motor  Accidents  1 

Suicide  ...  0 

All  Other  Accidents 3 

Nephritis  0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  0 

Congenital  Malformation  1 

Diabetes  ...  0 

47 


1954 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

3 

1 

23 

7 

2 

26 

5 

0 

2 

5 

0 

1 

0 

14 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

98 


Infectious  Disease 

We  have  been  very  free  of  Infectious  Disease  in  1954,  and 
which  has  been  very  general  throughout  the  Area. 
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No  cases  of  Polio,  Diphtheria  or  Food  Poisoning  were  notified, 
which  is  very  satisfactory. 

I have  pleasure  in  appending  Mr.  Baxfield’s  report,  who  has 
done  a fine  job  of  work. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Although  no  slaughterhouses  have  been  opened  in  the  rural 
district,  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  in  the  borough  slaughter- 
houses for  two  weeks  during  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  absence. 
Details  of  condemnations  and  inspections  were  handed  over  to  the 
Borough  Council  and  will  no  doubt  be  included  in  Mr.  Bailey’s 
report.  All  food  shops,  cafes  and  bakehouses  in  the  district  were 
inspected  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  collection  has  proceeded  smoothly  throughout  the  year. 
Controlled  tipping  is  practised  on  the  three  tips  at  present  in  use 
and  no  trouble  has  been  experienced.  Routine  action  has  been 
taken  to  keep  the  tips  free  from  rats.  Salvage  of  paper  and  scrap 
metals  has  been  continuous  throughout  the  period. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council’s  own  operator  has  carried  out  inspections  of 
farms  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  a number  of  private 
properties  have  been  treated  where  infestation  was  reported.  The 
routine  testing  and  treatment  of  sewers  has  been  carried  out  satis- 
factorily. No  heavy  infestation  has  been  found  and  no  statutory 
action  has  been  necessary. 


Housing 

During  the  year  twelve  new  council  houses  were  completed  and 
sixteen  were  under  construction.  Ten  new  houses  were  completed 
by  private  enterprise  and  a number  of  applications  for  improvement 
grants  were  dealt  with. 

The  construction  of  a new  service  approach  road  to  the  Pay- 
hembury  housing  site,  together  with  the  necessary  surface  drainage, 
was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  This  work  was 
necessary  on  account  of  the  danger  of  the  access  on  to  the  public 
road  and  the  unsatisfactory  and  insanitary  conditions  existing  on  the 
site.  The  road  was  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  County  Council  and  has  now  been  taken  over  by  that  body. 


Water  Supplies 

I understand  that  the  public  water  supplies  in  the  district  under 
the  control  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  have  functioned  satis- 
factorily during  the  year.  A number  of  extensions  have  been 
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completed.  As  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned  a borehole  has 
been  sunk  at  Plymtree  with  a view  to  supplying  the  village  and  the 
proposed  new  Council  houses.  At  the  time  of  this  report  the  results 
of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  are  awaited. 

With  regard  to  private  supplies,  a number  of  samples  have  been 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  but  no  cases  of  serious 
pollution  have  been  found. 

Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  there  has  been  extensive  work  on  sewage  dis- 
posal schemes.  The  scheme  for  Wilmington  has  been  completed 
apart  from  minor  clearing  up  at  the  works  and  the  plant  is  now  in 
operation,  and  connections  to  private  properties  are  in  hand.  This 
scheme  was  the  subject  of  an  inspection  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  who  expressed  satisfaction  with  it  and  also 
with  the  methods  employed  by  this  Council  for  the  maintenance  of 
other  existing  works. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Plymtree,  Combe  Raleigh  and  Yarcombe 
were  prepared  during  the  year  and  are  at  present  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Ministry,  while  work  is  now  in  hand  on  the  preparation 
of  a scheme  for  the  village  of  Offwell. 

Ice  Cream  Regulations 

Eleven  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  and  all  have  been 
visited  during  the  year. 


Visits 

The  following  is  a summary  of  visits  carried  out  during  the 
year : — 


Water  Supplies 

83 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

382 

Refuse  Disposal 

20 

Rodent  Control 

8 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ... 

64 

Building  Inspections  

211 

Town  and  Country  Planning 

121 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Area  

Population  

Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 

Deaths 

1953 —  (24  Males,  28  Females)  ... 

1954 —  (29  Males,  37  Females)  ... 


1,190  acres 
2,890 
£36,021 
£144 


52 

66 


Live  Births 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1953 —  (14  Males,  14  Females) 28 

2 illegitimate  births  are  included  in  the  28  registered. 

1954 —  (11  Males,  12  Females) 23 

0 illegitimate  births  were  registered. 

Still  Births 

1953 —  1 was  registered 1 

1954 —  0 were  registered 0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

1953 —  0 were  registered 0 

1954 —  0 were  registered  .. . 0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1953 —  0 were  registered 0 

1954 —  0 were  registered 0 


Infectious  Disease 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 


1953 

2 

0 

13 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 


1954 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


22  8 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  were 
66  as  compared  with  52  in  1953.  The  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Other  Tubercular  Disease  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neo 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Gastritis  

Nephritis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Accidents  

Suicide  ...  ...  

Influenza 

Leukaemia  ...  


plasm 


1953  1954 

1 0 

1 0 

1 2 

1 0 

4 0 

1 2 

2 6 

0 0 

8 8 

9 10 

1 1 

17  27 

3 1 

0 0 

1 1 

0 1 

0 2 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

2 3 

0 1 

0 1 

0 0 

1 0 

52  66 


Infectious  Disease 

With  such  a remarkable  record  for  freedom  from  Infectious 
Disease,  I just  simply  can  add  nothing,  except  to  congratulate 
Seaton  again  on  her  wonderful  health  record. 

Housing 

Satisfactory  progress  is  now  being  made,  and  I think  the  type 
of  house  being  built  by  the  Council  is  excellent,  and  one  which 
anyone  would  be  glad  to  live  in. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  of  my  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  again  has  put  in  a tremendous  amount  of  work. 
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Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1954 


As  your  Sanitary  Inspector  the  following  visits  were  made 


during  the  year  : — 

Routine  Inspections  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  294 

Inspections  of  Dairies 

5 

Detailed  Housing  Inspections 

3 

Number  of  visits  in  regard  thereto  

5 

Visits  with  regard  to  Water  Supply  

23 

Inspections  of  Buildings  in  course  of  erection  ... 

179 

Testing  of  new  Drains  not  included  above 

95 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  establishments 

5 

Food  Shops  and  Slaughterhouse  

31 

Rodent  investigations  

36 

Petroleum  Establishments  

8 

Factories  and  Workshops  

31 

Housing 

Of  the  23  houses  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as 

started  in  Elizabeth  Road  

15  were  finished 

Houses  built  for  Council  in  Newlands 

4 were  finished 

The  Seaton  Housing  Society  completed  ... 

12  houses 

Private  houses  built  and  finished  

13 

Total  44 


One  house  was  the  subject  of  an  improvement  grant  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1949,  and  in  only  one  case  was  a certificate  of  dis- 
repair requested  and  issued. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Council  I attended  a course  of 
lectures  on  the  subject  of  unfit  houses  (Housing  Acts  1936-54) 
arranged  at  Exeter  by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

Water  Supply 

New  mains  have  been  laid  in  Marsh  Road  and  in  an  estate  road 
next  Colyford  Road. 

The  quality  of  the  water  as  previously  has  remained  consistently 
satisfactory  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  in  spite  of  the 
storms  during  this  year  which  have  caused  much  havoc  in  the  col- 
lecting stream,  and  put  an  extra  burden  on  the  treatment  plant  and 
sand  filters. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council  completed  the  branch  sewer  to  serve  the  Everest 
Drive  Houses  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Dairies 

There  are  two  registered  retail  dairies. 
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Food  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  licensed  Slaughterhouse  in  the  town.  On  the 
instructions  of  the  Council  I attended  a course  of  7 refresher  lectures 
at  the  Lloyd  Maunder  Slaughterhouse,  Tiverton  Junction.  The 
food  condemned  is  largely  tinned  food  in  blown  containers. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  18  retailers  of  Ice  Cream. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  now  deposited  at  the  Beer  refuse  tip  by  arrangement 
with  the  Axminster  Rural  District  Council.  The  amount  of  waste 
paper  collected  and  baled  during  the  year  was  very  small  indeed. 


Public  Health  Nuisances 

These  are  invariably  dealt  with  informally  and  only  one  statu- 
tory notice  was  necessary. 


Rodents 

There  appears  to  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  rats  in  sewers, 
and  treatment  has  had  to  be  intensified.  In  buildings  we  have  only 
found  small  infestations. 


Camping 

A new  caravan  site  to  accommodate  69  caravans  on  land  next 
Station  Road  was  put  into  use  in  the  Spring.  The  number  of 
caravans  allowed  was  later  increased  to  169. 


Oil  on  Beach 

In  common  with  other  Seaside  resorts,  our  beach  in  1954  was 
very  badly  contaminated  by  waste  oil  from  ships. 


Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Conference  at  Scarborough 

I wish  to  record  and  thank  the  Seaton  Urban  District  Council 
for  sending  me  to  the  above  Conference. 

P.  R.  BRADLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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